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The courses at Bombay, Madras and Calcutta are as
well equipped and as well cared for as any in the Empire.
At Poona, at Lahore and at Lucknow and a few other of the
up-country centres the courses are famous, while almost
every station has a course of sorts and many of the ruling
chiefs also.

Before the advent of polo, almost every officer and civil
servant knew something of racing and what was far more
important, how to get a horse fit. 'Sky races', so arranged
that the winner should not incur penalties by his victory,
were very frequent occurrences. The number of officers
who owned and trained the lesser racehorses and who rode
their own horses between the flags and sported their own
colours was considerable. But just as tournaments and
professionalism have spoiled some of the amenities of games
even if gaining advantages that more than compensate, so
have wealth and competition almost driven the gentleman
owner and gentleman jockey from the course. Better far is
the horse-racing in speed and performance, but the owners
are now largely the wealthy Indian owners and the jockeys
are professionals. Gone are those universal csky races3,
gymkhana races are almost entirely given up to fancy com-
petitions, and the lesser horse-racing has gone down before
the greater, and also, as has been said, perhaps polo has
equally contributed to the death of regimental racing. There
will be many an old hand who will regret the cheery lotteries
at the clubs before the local races and all the other concomi-
tants of non-professional and inter-regimental racing.

But apart from that, the modern racing is very good,
very well worth seeing and a very great feature, and for all
colours, creeds and purses. On many of the first-class courses
now no bookmakers are allowed and the totalizators are
organized with an efficiency and a promptness that cannot
be beaten in Europe. The horses racing are now largely
Australian and English, though there is still happily a special
class of events and even special meetings for Arab racing,
even though the Arab for other purposes has largely dis-